


AGENDA

● Welcome
● Introduction to FCN-RCN
● Panelists
● Q & A: Questions from the Chat Box
● Next steps and keeping in touch



Initial Leader’s Table and Collaborators
Virginie Lavalle-Picard, City of Victoria

Sarah Carten, City of Vancouver

Kristi Peters, City of Calgary

Barbara Emanuel (retired), Lori Stahlbrand (moved), Diana Johnson, City of Toronto 

Moe Garahan, Just Food Ottawa and Erinn Saleswki, Ottawa Public Health 

Charles Levkoe, Lakehead University

Anne-Marie Aubert, Système alimentaire montréalais

Leticia Smillie, Halifax Regional Municipality

Food Secure Canada: Gisele Yasmeen and Melana Roberts

Anna-Lisa Aunio:  Concordia University

Hugo Martorell: Dawson College

Naomi Robert: Institute for Sustainable Food Systems



Supporting Organizations

Supporting Organizations

● Tides Canada
● Insight
● Maple Leaf Centre for Action on Food Security



Nathalie McSween, Co-Coordinator and 
Post-doctoral Fellow at Saint Paul University
info@fcn-rcn.ca

Kathryn Lennon, Co-Coordinator 
communications@fcn-rcn.ca

Moe Garahan, Project Director
moe@justfood.ca

Food Communities Network staff

mailto:info@fcn-rcn.ca
mailto:info@fcn-rcn.ca
mailto:info@fcn-rcn.ca


The Beginnings of our Network. Who are you?



Where are you?



How is your community responding?



Today’s Speakers

Jessica McLaughlin, North West Ontario

Kristie Peters Snider, City of Calgary, AB

Leticia Smillie, Halifax Regional Municipality, NS

Moe Garahan, Just Food, Ottawa, ON



Questions From Chat Box
● How are your frontline food and healthcare workers dealing with health and safety?

● What initiatives are taking shape across the country? 
○ - e.g., heard that the Fredericton Farmers Market switched to online. How about 

elsewhere?

● What are communities doing to connect surplus with need?

● How do local governments communicate appropriately about food security to the public in 
covid times, especially reaching most at risk populations ? (ex: digital gap)

● How are you supporting community members to direct them to income supports to help them 
access food through increasing household income.

● How are communities keeping community gardens open? The closure of Community Gardens 
in Ontario, HRM, etc. Is there information from BC that they have found a way to keep their 
Community Gardens open during the pandemic?Do they have protocols in place?



Break-Out Meetings Next Week
1. Assisting farmers Farmers’ markets, Labour, CSAs, Online marketing, Connecting 

with emergency food distribution

2. Community gardens & urban 
agriculture

Decision on inclusion as essential food services, 
Guidelines/regulations for gardening + physical distancing

3. Immediate food distribution How are communities scaling up, identifying need, increasing 
collaboration, delivering emergency food to vulnerable 
populations, (Food banks, Emergency food box programs, Meal 
programs, Pivoting School-based Programs)

4. Buying food, buy local 
programs

restaurants, grocery stores, buying from farmers, 
regulations/innovations/customer directories, Supporting 
local/community businesses selling prepared and/or retail food, 
Supporting customers to locate locally-produced food on farms

5. Supporting infrastructure for 
food responses to COVID-19

Finding/replacing volunteers, Pivots among funding to assist at 
municipal level, Communication Strategies, Coping with 
requirement for staffing increases  

6. Municipal/Community Food 
Policy Councils

Top items being worked on?Are there topics that are important to 
be aligning language across food policy councils re. 
municipal/community-wide response to food insecurity?



STAY IN TOUCH // RESTEZ EN CONTACT

Food Communities Network // Réseau Communautés nourricières

Send documents and tools that you would like to share 
with others to info@FCN-RCN.ca

Please fill out the NEXT STEPS FOR FCN form

Follow us on our website (we will updating it soon)
Foodcommunities.ca // communautesnourricieres.ca

mailto:info@FCN-RCN.ca
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdugCeSO10FmihNCMEdvQoLgcMpJrTvJXiS8-C6A4oD7YrxlQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://foodcommunities.ca
https://communautesnourricieres.ca

